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An Invitation to GLR Seminar 2018 

2018 marks the 40th anniversary for the Madison Area 

Chapter EGA, and we invite you to join us for the 

celebration! Ruby Red Stitchers, GLR Seminar 2018, will 

be held at the Madison Marriott West Hotel in 

Middleton on April 18-22, 2018.  

We have selected a variety of teachers and techniques 

for your stitching pleasure and we are looking forward 

to sharing a week of fun with you. Along with the usual 

four days of stitching, we are planning a few surprise “gems” for your 

enjoyment. Help us make this a memorable experience for all! 

Kathie Zwettler and Claire DeChristina, Seminar co-chairs 
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 Proposed Event Schedule  

Seminar Format:  GLR Seminar 2018 is a five-day event with three mini-classes, 

two four-day classes, and two sets of two-day classes.  The event begins with 

registration on Wednesday and concludes with the closing banquet on Sunday.  All 

meals are included except for the Saturday Night Out at Quivey’s Grove which is not 

included in the registration fee. 

  Morning Lunch Afternoon Evening 

Wednesday       

GLR Board Mtg 8:30 am 
 Registration 

   10 am–5 pm 

Meet the Teachers 

   6-6:30 pm 

  Mini-classes 

   1-4 pm 

Opening Banquet 7 pm   Teacher Brunch 10:30 am 

Thursday      

Registration  7-8:15 am Luncheon & Classes Teachers' Showcase 

Breakfast  7-8:30 am GLR Annual 
   1:30-4:30 pm    5-5:45 pm 

Classes  8:30-11:30 am 
   Meeting 

   11:45-1:15 pm 

     
Dinner  6-7 pm 

Friday      

Breakfast  7-8:30 am 

Classes  8:30-11:30 am 

Member Exhibit 9-4 

Luncheon 
   12-1 pm 

Classes 
   1:30-4:30 pm 

Registration 
   4:45-5:30 pm 

Dinner 6-7 pm 

Merchandise Night 
   7-8:30 pm 

GLR Member Needlework Exhibit   9-4  

(drop-off time 7:30-8:30 am; pick-up time 4-5 pm) 

Saturday      

Registration  7-8:15 am 

Breakfast  7-8:30 am 

Luncheon 

   12-1 pm 

Classes     

   1:30-4:30 pm 

Dinner on own 

             OR 

Classes  8:30-11:30 am 
    

 

Dinner at Quivey’s Grove 

   5:30-8:30 pm    

Sunday      

Breakfast  7-8:30 am Luncheon & Classes Closing Banquet 

Classes  8:30-11:30 am 
   Opportunity 

   Baskets 

   Awarded 

   12-1 pm 

   1:30-4:30 pm 

Wrap-Up 

   Meeting 

   4:30 pm 

   6:30-8 pm 
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Registration Information 

Process and Instructions 
Registration is open only to members of EGA (either member of a local chapter or 

member-at-large). Non-members may register for an additional $50 (US Dollars) fee 

which provides a one-year at-large USA EGA membership.  All persons present in a 

seminar teacher’s class or studio time must be registered seminar participants.   

Registration for GLR Seminar 2018 opens August 1, 2017, for GLR members.  

Registration envelopes received on or before November 15, 2017 will be considered 

for priority class-assignment purposes.  After November 15, registrations will be 

processed according to date received.  GLR chapter members will be given preference 

for class assignments through December 31, 2017. 

Registration form:  To register, complete the registration form contained in this 

booklet or download it from the website (either www.madisonareaega.org or  

www.ega-glr.org) and mail it, with your check, to the Registrar (see address on 

registration form).  You must list first, second, and third class choices.  If three choices 

are not listed, your registration will be considered incomplete and processed only after 

completed forms.  Include only one registration form per envelope.  If desired, include a 

stamped, self-addressed postcard for acknowledgement that your registration has been 

received. You may want to make a copy of the form for your own records.  

Cancellation requests must be made via Priority Mail with signature confirmation 

to the Registrar no later than February 1, 2018.  A refund, less a $50 processing fee, will 

be mailed by June 1, 2018.  See complete cancellation policy on page 17 of this booklet. 

Registration Fees and Class Confirmations:  The four-day registration fee is 

$450; two-day registration fee is $325.  Fees include tuition and all scheduled meals on 

your class days, except Saturday dinner which is a special event with a separate fee.  Kit 

fees are separate and are not paid at the time of registration. 

When registering for four days, the full fee or partial fee of $325 is due with your 

registration form. If you are registering for two days, the full fee of $325 is due with 

your registration form. Any fee balance and kit fees for all attendees must be paid by 

February 1, 2018. 

Additional guest banquet meals must be ordered on your registration form and 

paid for with your first installment. 

Class confirmation mailings will begin January 15, 2018, if your registration has 

been received by then.   Regular registration closes December 31, 2017.  Any 

registrations postmarked after December 31, 2017 but on or before February 1, 2018 

must include a late-registration fee of $50.  No registrations postmarked after 

February 1, 2018 will be accepted.  You will be billed for the balance of your 

registration fee (if applicable) and your kit fees.  Your final payment must be postmarked 

by February 1, 2018. 

Checks for all payments must be made payable to GLR Seminar 2018. 

Registrar:  Mail all forms, checks, and written questions to: 

Bonnie Beer, Registrar 

3410 Meier Rd. 

Madison, WI 53718  

E-mail questions to seminar2018@ega-glr.org.  

Please put GLR Seminar 2018 in the subject line. 

mailto:seminar2016@ega-glr.org
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Hotel Registration 

GLR Seminar 2018 will be held at the Madison Marriott West, 1313 John Q. 

Hammons Drive, Middleton, Wisconsin 53562.   

Please make your reservations directly with the hotel by March 21, 2018 at 5pm 

by telephone at 800-228-9290. For questions, contact the hotel directly at 608-831-

2000. To receive the group rate, you must ask for the "Embroiderers’ Guild of 

America—GLR Seminar 2018" rate which will accommodate up to four persons 

per room for a room rate of $139 (plus taxes) per night.  Roll-aways may be available 

for some rooms upon request. Suites are available for $169 and may be requested by 

e-mailing in-house reservations at Ahmed.Elgebaly@marriott.com. All guest rooms 

include luxurious bedding, hairdryer, cable TV, free Wi-Fi access, 2-line telephone, 

coffee maker, and iron with ironing board. The newly renovated hotel also has a 

restaurant and lounge, fitness center, pool and whirlpool.  Handicapped 

accommodations are available. There is no cost for on-site parking.  Directions to the 

hotel are available on the hotel website. For those flying into Madison, complimentary 

shuttle service is available, upon request, by calling the shuttle phone 608-831-2000. 

NOTE: You must be a registered guest at the Madison Marriott West to 

participate in GLR Seminar 2018. 

Tuesday night hotel:  For those of you arriving on Tuesday before Seminar 2018 

begins, due to an unforeseen conflict, rooms will not be available at our host hotel. 

The Holiday Inn has graciously extended a block of rooms to us at the same cost as 

our host hotel for Tuesday night. The Marriott will shuttle anyone needing 

transportation from the Holiday Inn to the host hotel on Wednesday. Reservations 

will need to be made separately with the Holiday Inn for Tuesday. 

The Holiday Inn Madison West is located at 1109 Fourier Drive, Madison WI. Call 

the hotel directly at (608) 826-0500 and press 0 for reservations OR make 

reservations on-line at holidayinn.com through their central reservation service. 

Identify the reservation for “The Embroiderers’ Guild of America” and make 

reservations by March 19, 2018. 

Important Dates: 

August 1, 2017 GLR Seminar 2018 regular registration opens 

November 15, 2017 Priority registration deadline 

December 31, 2017 Regular registration closes; last day without a late fee 

January 15, 2018  Class confirmation and mailing of final invoices begins 

January 31, 2018 Balance of registration fees due 

February 1, 2018 Last day for 1) cancellations accepted (NO REFUNDS after 

February 1st) and 2) registration with late fee $50 

March 21, 2018 Last day for hotel reservations at seminar group rate 

April 18-22, 2018 “Ruby Red Stitchers” in Madison, Wisconsin 
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Special Events 

Boutique:  The GLR Seminar 2018 Boutique will be provided by The Needle 

Workshop from Wausau, Wisconsin.  Items in the boutique may include cross 

stitch, counted thread & canvas designs, painted canvas, fabrics, canvas, stitching 

notions & supplies, threads, beads & beading supplies, magnifiers & lights, and 

MUCH more.  MasterCard & Visa will be accepted.  If you'd like to preorder or 

request an item, please contact them at 715-848-5546.   

Mini-Classes:  Wednesday, April 18, 1-4 pm.  Three half-day mini-classes 

are being offered this year for $45 plus kit fee.  Please note that if you are only 

attending class on Wednesday and not the rest of the week, you do not need to 

register with the hotel, but should you wish to attend the Opening Banquet, you 

will need to purchase that meal separately. 

Meet the Teachers:  Wednesday, April 18, 6-6:30 pm.  Meet Seminar 

teachers and see the models of the class projects they will teach this year.  Some 

teachers may distribute supplies or pre-class information to students.  All are 

encouraged to attend. 

Teachers’ Showcase:  Thursday, April 19, 5:00-5:45 pm.  At this event, 

any needlework instructor may reserve a table to display pieces she/he is offering 

to teach.  This is a great way for participants to get ideas for projects to be taught 

in home chapters.   

GLR Member Needlework Exhibit: Friday, April 20, 9-4 (drop-off time 

7:30-8:30 am; pick-up time 4-5 pm). You are encouraged to show completed 

stitched pieces in an open non-juried exhibit. Include projects from previous 

seminars, master craftsman and correspondence courses or any other pieces you 

would like to share. If you are not attending seminar, you may send your pieces 

with someone who will be there. Mailed entries will not be accepted. If you are 

interested in participating please check the appropriate space on the 

registration form or contact the registrar. 

Merchandise Night: Friday, April 20, 7-8:30 pm.  Merchandise Night is 

one of the most popular events at seminar.  You’ll find designers, chapters, the 

GLR, local shops, teachers, and other vendors with tables stocked with everything 

you want, “need,” and “must have.”  It is a great opportunity to see items that may 

not be available in your area. This event is also open to the public, so invite your 

friends! If you would like to sell at Merchandise Night, tables can be reserved for 

$60 for a full table, $30 for a half table, or $25 for a Chapter table. 

Saturday Night Out at Quivey’s Grove:  Saturday, April 21, 5:30-8:30 

pm.  Looking for a dinner out with old and new friends? Join us for dinner at 

Quivey’s Grove in Fitchburg. For details, see page 15.  
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Half-Day Classes Wednesday Afternoon 

101:  Rolling River 

Linda Chirby 

Technique:  Beading (Jewelry) 

Level:  Basic Intermediate 

Kit Fee:  $48 

The 8 color, Rolling River bracelet is woven with a 

simple ladder and flat herringbone stitch. Its wavy-like 

design and strong density is created by changing the 

size of the beads. Two units of alternating row counts make it easy to get the perfect 

fit. Coming to the end of this bracelet is a wave-like beaded bead toggle with a loop 

closure that finishes off the bracelet just perfectly. The beaded bead toggle can be 

made into a beautiful matching (optional) earring set. This is a great basic skill level 

technique for those who can appreciate the tranquility of weaving a repetitive pattern. 

102:  Holiday Box 

Kathy Rees 

Technique:  Canvas 

Level: Basic Intermediate 

Kit Fee:  $42 

Additional color choices available. 

Designed to be a box insert or large ornament, Holiday 

Box is a combination of squares and triangles, diagonal and 

woven stitches. The contrast in texture of threads as well as stitches provide interest 

during the stitching process.  

Rubylicious is a five inch beaded tassel using a large 

covered Swarovski pearl 

beaded with Delicas as the 

base. The fringe is 

composed of twelve beaded 

strands finishing with the 

pearl top embellished with 

assorted ruby colored Swarovski crystals. Copper accents 

are used throughout the palette. Rubylicious is designed so it 

can be attached, with the lobster claw, to a necklace cord or 

chain (not supplied). If you’re not inclined to wear it as a 

necklace it can adorn a handbag, your stitcher’s bag or even a 

zipper tab on your favorite piece of clothing.  

 

The ruby palette was chosen to honor Madison EGA’s 40th Anniversary, host of the 

2018 GLR Seminar. Students may request an alternate color choice, understanding 

that the bead mix may not be exactly the same as in the original ruby palette.  

103:  Rubylicious Tassel 

Andrea Sapon 

Technique:  Beading 

Level:  Intermediate 

Kit Fee:  $20 
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Four Day Classes  Thursday—Sunday     

401:  Fire and Ice 

Toni Gerdes 

Technique:  Canvas 

Level:  Intermediate 

Kit Fee:  $135 

Design Size: 5 1/2” x 10” 

Ground: Gray congress cloth 

This dramatic depiction of Fire & Ice flames the 

imagination with an inferno of hot combustion 

& icy crystals. You will explore many different 

shades & textures of red threads as you create 

the towering red polygons that burst into 

flames; these include Gloriana silk, cotton, 

Planet Earth silk, overdyed cotton, Baroque 

Silk, Treasure Braid & Petite Silk Lamé Braid. 

On the beautiful smoke gray Congress cloth 

the ice crystals form above the flames in vertical parallelogram shapes using 

purple, green and metallic white threads including Petite Silk Lamé Braid, 

Sparkle! Braid, & Gloriana silk.  

402:  A Touch of Spring 

Jane Ellen Balzuweit 

Technique:  Dresden Lace, Pulled  

     Thread & Stumpwork 

Level:  Advanced Intermediate 

Kit Fee:  $95 

Design Size: 7” circular 

Ground: Handkerchief linen 

Dresden Lace is a 17th century 

technique. This is a sampler of 29 

stitches found in typical Dresden 

Lace. Stitches include pulled thread, 

combination and Damask stitches 

along with shadow work and padded satin. In Dresden lace, the background 

is a four-sided stitch to give the appearance of bobbin lace. A needle lace 

17th century flower is worked in the center. This piece is worked on 

handkerchief linen, not an even weave, approximately 50 count, with a 12 

strand silk by Rainbow Gallery Threads.   
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Two Day Classes  Thursday—Friday  

201:  Spirit of Jean 

Kathy Rees 

Technique:  Canvas 

Level:  Intermediate 

Kit Fee:  $85 

Additional color choices available. 

This counted canvas design is a tribute 

to Jean Hilton and uses a few of the 

many stitches she developed. There are 

21 different stitches in the design. 

Although I never had the opportunity to 

meet Jean Hilton in person, I greatly admire the contribution she made to 

the world of needlepoint and her designs have been an inspiration to me. 

202:  Lily of the Lake 

Gail Sirna 

Technique:  Canvas, Color Theory 

Level:  Intermediate 

Kit Fee:  $100 

The water lily is a beautiful flower, 

fairly common but always 

enchanting.  They evoke the Orient, 

yet are found around the world. 

 

Lily of the Lake is a single beautiful 

specimen floating in a tranquil pool of water and accompanied by its 

characteristic round leaves, unusual and evocative.  The lily is rendered in 

this year’s chosen color, radiant orchid, but it will be attractive for years to 

come. A beautiful butterfly comes to visit our lily. 

 

The design is worked in a number of canvas stitches, and the student will 

learn to depict foreground and background, by the choice of stitches, plus 

values of the chosen hue.  Shadows also will be portrayed.   

 

The sky will be shaded to suggest foreground and distance, and the water 

will subtly reflect the lily, too.  This is a charming small composition, easy to 

complete. 
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Two Day Classes  Thursday—Friday  

203:  Summer Serenade 

Celeste Chalasani 

Technique:  Stumpwork 

Level:  Basic / Basic Intermediate 

Kit Fee:  $30 

Design Size: 5” x 6” 

Sweet living in the summer time! Imagine 

a warm summer morning, with juicy 

blackberries glistening in the sun. Bees 

buzz on their search for nectar while a 

caterpillar lazily crawls along a stem. This 

Stumpwork class brings this vision to life as students learn and practice a 

variety of dimensional stitches and padding techniques.  

 

Prerequisites: Experience with surface embroidery encouraged. 

204:  Scintillating Sapphire 

Kay Stanis 

Technique:  Silk and Metallic 

Level:  Intermediate - Advanced 

Kit Fee:  $99** 

Design Size: 8” x 10” 

Ground: Congress cloth 

Today the sapphire gem is known 

as a Stone of Wisdom, a royal 

stone of learning and sharpness of 

thought and vision. It is said that its pure blue light brings order and healing 

to the mind, lending strength and focus, and an ability to see beneath 

surface appearances to underlying truth. 

 

From the world of couture and goldwork on a foundation of congress 

cloth, this class will explore a variety of techniques: Chipping, S-ing, 

couching with and without beads, un point de vermicelli en perle, plus the 

application of sequins with and without beads and montees. 

 
**Due to an unexpected increase in the cost of supplies for Scintillating Sapphire, 

the kit cost has increased from $85 (as seen in our initial flyer) to $99. 
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Two Day Classes  Thursday—Friday  

205:  Odds & Ends 

Ruthmarie Hofmann 

Technique: Surface Stitchery, Etc. 

Level: All 

Kit Fee:  $65 

Design Size:  4 vignettes, each 3” x 4”  

Ground:  Non-woven stiff poly fabric 

(color choice).  

A relaxed sampler class of 

embellishment potential, Odds & 

Ends explores different approaches 

to securing items that lack convenient holes plus a thread-dye playtime. Four 

small vignettes are created on non-woven dyed stiff ground using glass 

bubbles, sticks ‘n stones, tiny shells, preserved leaves, each anchored with 

net trap, loop snare, wire wrap or detached buttonhole cobweb. This is a 

soothing wabi-sabi class where a stitch will never be misplaced and edges 

need not be tidy.  

206:  Blu Jean Bangle 

Linda Chirby 

Technique:  Beading (Jewelry) 

Level:  Basic Intermediate 

Kit Fee:  $46 

Two color choices 

The construction of the Blu Jean Bangle is 

woven with a (two bead) right-angle weave 

that transforms into a 3-dimensional base. Its 

density is strong and solid when embellished 

with 6/0, 11/0, 15/0 seeds, accented with 

triangles and crystal rondelles that 

will enhance the outer edge of the entire bracelet. This is a great technique 

for any skill level and for those who can appreciate the tranquillity of weaving 

a repetitive pattern. Informal or formal, you can rotate it into your wardrobe 

with just about any outfit. 

207: Studio Time or BYOS (Bring Your Own Stitching) 

When you choose this as your “class,” space will be provided 

for you to work on your own projects in the company of other 

stitchers. It’s a great opportunity to work on those UFOs in 

your closet! NOTE: There is no faculty assigned to this class. 
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Two Day Classes  Saturday—Sunday  

301:  Harmony 

Kathy Rees 

Technique:  Canvas 

Level:  Intermediate 

Kit Fee:  $98 

Additional color choices available. 

This geometric counted canvas design is a 

companion piece to the popular Serenity. 

Designed to coordinate with and complement 

Serenity, the soft colors of blue, aqua & 

lavender, unusual stitch combinations and laid 

thread patterns, and a wide variety of thread 

textures create a harmonic arrangement. A 

number of metallic threads are spread 

throughout to add sparkle and shine. A number 

of different sizes of squares and rectangles are 

used to create movement while still experiencing peace and calmness. 

302:  Gabrielle at the Gate 

Gail Sirna 

Technique:  Canvas 

Level:  Intermediate 

Kit Fee:  $95 

Gabrielle at the Gate is inspired by a 

painting of the same name by noted 

French Impressionist Henri Martin.  My 

interpretation, rendered in the finest of 

threads, needlework techniques and 

stitches expresses the lovely flowers and 

trees that embrace our main subject. 

 

The students will learn to express the 

folds and draping in Gabrielle’s gown, as well as employing various stitches 

appropriate for depicting flowers, trees, and garden decoration.  
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Two Day Classes  Saturday—Sunday  

303: Hops, Barley & Rye 

Celeste Chalasani 

Technique:  Stumpwork 

Level:  Intermediate/Advanced Intermediate 

Kit Fee:  $95 

Design Size:  5” x 7” 

In this class, embroiderers will stitch a small 

design that incorporates the key ingredients of 

one of humanity’s oldest beverages: beer. This 

class will teach contemporary Stumpwork 

techniques of dimensional stitches, couching, 

padding, wrapping wire, wired slips and needle 

weaving.  

 

Prerequisites: Students should be familiar with Blanket Stitch, Chain Stitch, 

Long & Short Stitch, Stem Stitch, and Split Stitch.  

304:  Ribbon Dance 

Kay Stanis 

Technique:  Silk and Metal Embroidery 

with Applique 

Level:  Intermediate Advanced  

Kit Fee:  $75 

Design Size:  5.7” x 7” 

Ground:  Canvas 

A figure dances to the inner rhythm of life. 

Come join the party as we explore new 

ways of working on canvas with fabric 

applique and silk and metal techniques. 

Stitches included: Or Nué, kid and fabric 

applique with couched braid, stranded 

bead couching, chipping, and detached 

elements. Students will have options for filling patterns. 
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Two Day Classes  Saturday—Sunday  

305:  Well of Wishes 

Ruthmarie Hofmann 

Technique:  Surface Stitchery, Etc. 

Level:  Intermediate 

Kit Fee:  $65 

Design Size: 3 1/2” square base x 5” high 

Ground:  Eggshell Congress Cloth 

Pre-work: 3-4 hrs for Nun’s stitch 

The “Well of Wishes” is a linen vessel over 

heavy board, with vertical flags of Congress 

cloth using a variety of attachments in paper, 

metal, glass, shell, and stone. The flags are 

swathed in stitchery in buttonhole, fly stitch, chain stitch, couching and 

beadwork. Class includes demonstration of assembly and finishing. Topped 

with a lid pull of beads and antler, this Well of Wishes swallows paper affir-

mations for a better day, welcoming potential yet to arrive.  

306:  Crystal Persuasion Pendant 

Linda Chirby 

Technique:  Beading (Jewelry) 

Level:  Basic Intermediate 

Kit Fee:  $55 

Design Size: 2.25” x 1.5” w/24” cord 

Three color choices 

A sparkling Swarovski Rivoli is the 

focal point of this pendant. The Rivoli 

is bezel set with a peyote stitch and 

beaded on the back. The beaded end cap dangle is accented with a Swarov-

ski pearl and briolette. All components are embellished with Super Duos, 

fire polish, and seed beads with a touch of 24kt beads. The 2-bead herring-

bone strap is finished off with a herringbone pearl button closure. Here’s 

your chance to learn how to stitch Super Duos with an elegant touch. 

307: Studio Time or BYOS (Bring Your Own Stitching) 

When you choose this as your “class,” space will be provided 

for you to work on your own projects in the company of other 

stitchers. It’s a great opportunity to work on those UFOs in 

your closet! NOTE: There is no faculty assigned to this class. 
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Class Information  

Volunteer Opportunities :   

Class Angels: A classroom angel will be selected for each class 

from the registered participants who indicate on their registration 

form that they are willing to serve as an “angel.”  Angel 

responsibilities include class-related functions: taking attendance, 

distributing supplies, monitoring break and lunch times, and assisting 

the teacher as needed. 

Other volunteer opportunities:   If you would like to help (e.g., 

at the Exhibit, meals, boutique, etc.), please indicate interest on your 

registration form. 

EGA Proficiency Level Definitions: 

To assist you in class selections, please be familiar with the following: 

Basic No experience is necessary for the technique being taught. 

Intermediate Knowledge of basic stitches and materials and their use in the 
technique being taught is strongly recommended. 

Advanced Ability to execute simple and difficult stitches in the technique is 
recommended.  The student should also have knowledge of 
color and design which will allow for exploration and creativity. 

All Levels Class is suitable for all levels of proficiency. 

Please Note:  When selecting your classes, be sure your skill level matches the 

skill level in the technique given for each class. 

Name Tags:  You will be provided with a printed name tag and 

holder when you check in at the on-site registration. 

Saturday Night Out at Quivey’s Grove:  Saturday, April 21, 5:30—8:30 

pm. Quivey’s Grove is a “mansion” built in 1855. The main building, along with 

the accompanying Stable house, was turned into a restaurant in 1980, featuring 

all the goodness of Wisconsin food. The setting takes you back in time with an-

tiques and quilts from the period, small gardens to wander, and buildings from 

the 19th century to admire. The service is gracious and welcoming. We will be 

treated to a short presentation about the history of the buildings and be able to 

examine the quilts hanging on the walls. The price for our evening out ($55) in-

cludes transportation and our meal - consisting of a choice of non-alcoholic bev-

erage, muffins, salad, entrée (three choices), dessert (three choices), gratuity, and 

tax. Please indicate your choice of entree and dessert when filling out your regis-

tration form. 
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Madison Area Attractions 

Helen Louise Allen Textile Collection 

Helen Louise Allen was a professor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison 

from 1927 until her death in 1968. She was an expert on the history of 

textiles, and on weaving and embroidery techniques. In addition to her 

courses on weaving and interiors, Helen conducted short courses on 

creative stitchery and embroidery. Because of her interest in ethnographic 

textiles, she built up a private textile collection to support her teaching and 

research. Her collection became the basis for the Helen Louise Allen Textile 

Collection at the UW-Madison School of Human Ecology. Within this 

collection of more than 13,000 artifacts are the works of Allen herself as 

well as Allen’s papers, artwork, and photographs.  The pieces in the 

collection can be viewed at:  https://sohe.wisc.edu/research-development/

textile-collection/.  Special tours can be arranged, as well as viewing at the 

Lynn Mecklenburg Reading Room and the Ruth Davis Design Gallery at the 

School of Human Ecology. 

Wisconsin State Capitol 

Steeped in history, this majestic building offers tours throughout the week. 

https://capitol100th.wisconsin.gov/ or http://tours.wisconsin.gov/ 

Monona Terrace Community & Convention Center 

Based on the concepts and designs by Frank Lloyd Wright. Tours daily at 

1pm.  https://www.mononaterrace.com/ 

Olbrich Botanical Gardens 

Sixteen acres of outdoor gardens, Thai Pavilion, and indoor tropical 

conservatory.  http://www.olbrich.org/ 

Chazen Museum of Art 

Home to more than 20,000 works include paintings, sculpture, drawings, 

prints, photographs, and decorative arts.  https://www.chazen.wisc.edu/ 

Additional ideas:  

https://www.travelwisconsin.com/south-central/dane-county/madison 



17 

 

Great Lakes Region Seminar Cancellation Policy (adopted April 2013) 

 Canceling participant must send cancellation notification via Priority mail 
with signature confirmation to seminar Registrar. 

 Cancellations postmarked on or before January 10 of the seminar year 
will receive a refund less the non-refundable registration fee ($50). 

 Cancellations postmarked 60 or more days prior to the opening of the 
seminar will incur a $100 cancellation fee in addition to the non-
refundable registration fee ($50). 

 Cancellations postmarked 0-59 days prior to the opening of seminar will 
be reviewed by the region Executive Committee within 30 days of close 
of seminar. 

 A full refund minus the non-refundable registration fee ($50) will be given 
in the event of the death of the registrant or a member of the immediate 
family, and acts of war regarding registrant’s reassignment. Immediate 
family may include spouse, domestic partner, child, parent, parent-in-law, 
grandparent, grandchild, or sibling. A partial refund may be granted in 
the event of serious illness of the registrant or an immediate family mem-
ber, or a natural disaster preventing the registrant’s attendance. Consid-
eration in determining the amount of the refund shall be given to the 
costs incurred by the seminar. 

 No refunds will be considered 30 days after close of seminar. 

 In the event the Great Lakes Region cancels a class after students have 
been assigned, and a student chooses not to attend seminar, the seminar 
fees less the non-refundable fee ($50) will be reimbursed. Any travel 
costs the student has incurred are solely the responsibility of the student. 

Seminar Cancellation Policy 

Opportunity Baskets:   

Tickets for the Great Lakes Region’s annual fundraiser 

will be sold during the seminar.  Participants place 

their tickets in bags attached to the items they hope to 

win. The drawings take place during Sunday’s 

luncheon. All items available are donated by region 

chapters or members. 

GLR SEMINAR 2019 -- “Stitched to the Nines” will be a “roaring 

twenties” celebration hosted by the Monguagon Chapter. The seminar will be 

held at The Henry (formerly the Ritz Carleton) in Dearborn, Michigan from 

Friday, April 5 through Tuesday, April 9, 2019. Mark the dates to join 

us for a rip roaring time!!! 
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Faculty Biographies 

Jane Ellen Balzuweit holds two teacher’s certifications through EGA: Pulled 

Thread and Counted Thread. She has taught at various EGA national seminars 

and Canadian nationals. She authored a Dresden Lace correspondence course 

for EGA and a pulled thread course for ANG. Jane Ellen has taught cyber 

classes for ANG and the Shining Needle Society. 

Celeste Chalasani is a designer and teacher specializing in Stumpwork. She 

first learned embroidery, sewing and crochet as a young child from her 

grandmother. Her passion for Stumpwork was sparked when she joined EGA 

in 1999. She has taught extensively for EGA at chapter workshops, regional 

and national seminars. She currently teaches an online class for Craftsy and 

previously taught online classes for EGA Online Studio and Craft University. 

A life-long learner, Celeste is enrolled in the National Academy of Needlearts 

Teachers’ Certification Program. Celeste holds a BS in Business 

Administration. She is a member of NETA, NAN and a Life Member of EGA.  

Linda Chirby has been teaching for the Embroiderers’ Guild of America, the 

Callaway School of Needlearts, The National Academy of Needlearts, the 

Bead & Button Show and other venues since 2000. Her focus is on elegant, 

and romantic wearable beaded designs. Her bead-woven workshops feature 

peyote, herringbone, right-angle and cubic right-angle weave, netting and 

other bead stitches. Her highly detailed patterns and step-by-step instructions 

can be found at chirbydesigns.com. 

Toni Gerdes holds Level II Teachers’ certification from the National 

Academy of Needlearts specializing in canvas embroidery. She currently 

serves on the Board of NAN as the Director of Education after serving 5 

years as Assistant Director of Teachers’ Certification and on the Board of 

Directors for Mile High ANG chapter as President. She is currently the 

President of NETA. She has received numerous awards for her designs. Toni 

has taught for NAN, EGA, and ANG, as well as guilds & shops. She has been 

published in Needlepointers, Needlepoint Now, and featured in Needle Arts 

as the Artist Across America. She enjoys all types of stitching and especially 

sharing her knowledge with others. She currently resides in Colorado. See 

pictures of her work at www.tonigerdes.com.  

Ruthmarie Hofmann For 30 years, Ruthmarie Hofmann has been into 

needlearts, teaching through national and regional EGA, ANG, and fiberart 

events. A multi-layered past includes designing commercial kits and a line of 

hand-painted canvases. Her predilection is to encourage creative color and 

design with beads, form manipulation, mixed media within the genres of fabric 

or canvas.  



19 

 

Faculty Biographies 

Kathy Rees taught a variety of classes at Needle Delights for 14 years as 

well as local stitchery groups and EGA Chapters. She also teaches classes 

and lectures at needlework shops around the country and online and has 

done workshops at TNNA’s wholesale trade shows. She has taught at EGA 

Regional and National Seminars, ANG Seminar, and continues to lecture and 

teach at shops and guilds throughout the US. Her designs have won 

numerous ribbons and awards in various venues and she has been published 

in Needlepoint Now.  

Andrea Sapon is a long time member of the Madison Area Chapter 

Embroiderers’ Guild.  She enjoys many stitching techniques and specializes in 

designing small projects that can be finished within a class lesson.  She also 

enjoys finger weaving, also known as twining, and is published in Bead and 

Button magazine.  Andrea is a professional colorist and has spent many years 

designing and developing product and fabrics for apparel and home.  She 

currently works with Wisconsin DECA, a high school marketing and 

entrepreneurship program, administrating their website and recruiting 

judges.  Most of all she enjoys her time with family and four grandchildren! 

Gail Sirna is a well known teacher from Rochester MI.  She earned Teacher 

Certification Levels I & II from the National Academy of Needleart (NAN) in 

1982, Certified Graduate Teacher from EGA in 1997, completed Honors 

(NAN) in 2002, Teacher cum Laude in 2010, and Master Teacher in 2016.  

She is also a certified judge from NAN. Gail has taught extensively 

throughout North America, has judged numerous needleart shows across 

the country, has served as an officer for several organizations locally, 

regionally, and nationally.  She is the author of the critically acclaimed book 

In Praise of the Needlewoman. 

Kay Stanis is an internationally known fiber artist, designer, Master 

Craftsman, and Certified and Graduate Certified Teacher of the 

Embroiderers’ Guild of America, Inc. (EGA) and Kurenai Kai Traditional 

Japanese Embroidery. Her embroideries have received numerous awards and 

have been shown on the covers of Kurenai, Inspirations, NeedleArts, and 

NeedlePointers. She exhibits her needlework widely and is a juried member of 

the Fiber Forum group and is the recent recipient of EGA’s Diana Grossman 

Memorial Award for Excellence in Needlework. She has recently won a 

Judge’s Choice award. She teaches and lectures on silk and metal embroidery 

in the US and abroad and has written and is presently teaching three 

correspondence courses for EGA and one for ANG. She has been and will 

be on the faculties of American Needlepoint Guild national seminars, 

Callaway School of Needlearts, Embroiderers Association of Canada, EGA 

national and regional seminars, Koala Conventions, South Australia 

Embroidery Conference, Embroidery 2000 (New Zealand), and many 

independent groups.  
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